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From the Womb to the Tomb
What if your children could experience Christian education their entire lives? Dr. Bob Stouffer, principal of Oskaloosa Christian School in 
Iowa, has an interesting perspective on this. I hope his thoughts will give you some ideas for such possibilities in your own community.

For what amount of time should parents seek out Christian education for 
their children? I certainly have a bias, but you might be surprised at my 
answers to this question by the end of this article.

My first experience with Christ-centered education came in 2000 at 
Des Moines Christian School in Iowa. On the cusp of my tenure as a 
superintendent, I hypothesized that Christian education would be a 
very good thing for my two daughters and me, but I had no idea what 
to expect. After all, I had never experienced Christian education as a 
student (K through PhD) or during my 20-year career as a teacher, a 
coach, and an administrator.

I didn’t know what I didn’t know. But I found out quickly enough that 
Christian education is an incredibly powerful model for delivering 
Christ, His character, biblical truth, and incarnational instruction to 
students. The teacher is the “living curriculum.” All of the staff members 
are Christians who are pouring their lives into the students. After 
homeschooling, Christian schooling is the ultimate disciple-making 
experience. My wife, Cheryl, and I are grateful for the influence of 
so many godly educators at Des Moines Christian in the lives of our 
daughters. From your own Christian school experience, I am sure you 
could attest to this as well.

As a fledgling Christian educator, I had to reprogram my brain to “do” 
education in a much different way, and I soon adopted a phrase that some 
people took as a quip. But I seriously meant that any Christian school 
community should “be a Christ-centered community of learners from the 
womb to the tomb.” Isn’t that the biblical call to all of us as Christians? 
Doesn’t God command us to teach the next generations to obey 
everything Jesus commanded His followers to obey? Shouldn’t everything 
taught in the classroom and all extracurricular activities align with the 
truth of God’s Word? Of course! This alignment and infusion of biblical 
truth should be the distinctive of Christian education. If this isn’t the case 
in your Christian school, advocate for such alignment and infusion.

My passion for Christian education is the very reason, I believe, that 
God gave me a vision for affordable, Christ-centered college extension 
coursework as an alternative to secular community college education. 
Don’t read that as a criticism of community colleges. In my mind, 
two-year schools have effectively captured delivery of education 
that is preparing students for the realities of the current and future 
workplaces—for professions that actually exist and for which there 
are labor shortages. I find it remarkable that numerous students have 
earned four-year degrees but have not found jobs, only to “reeducate” 
at community colleges that prepare them for well-paid positions. This 
type of “community education” is focused on placing employees in the 
community or in other four-year communities. 

As effective as community colleges are, I believe there is a superior 
approach to education for first- and second-year college students. As 
a parent, after your child experiences Christian preschool, elementary, 
and secondary education, shouldn’t you have an option for Christ-
centered postsecondary education? Christ must be at the center of 
all education. Biblical truth should be integrated in all curricular 
areas. God impressed on my heart that students should be learning 
(1) history with God’s role squarely in that history; (2) biology in a 
marketplace of scientific ideas, including creationism; (3) psychology 
rooted in how we are fearfully and wonderfully made, not focusing on 
humanistic psychobabble; (4) philosophy grounded in God’s Word, 
not inane “sound in the forest” observations; (5) business courses 
fundamentally espousing biblical stewardship; and (6) Bible instruction 
that is seen as truth, not fable. These are only a few of the courses 
that should be available to Christian families and others who are 
drawn to Christianity. This form of “community” education creates a 
community whose hearts and worldviews are knit together in an effort 
to honor Christ.

Satan is competing for access to the minds of our learners at all ages. 
Shouldn’t parents and students have the choice of Christ-centered, 
entry-level college coursework at an affordable rate? I say yes! In 
fact, an entrepreneurial school in my state shares that vision, and we 
are attempting to work out the final details with a highly respected 
national Christian university through a combination of online and live 
college instruction. 

Christian schools should also be making available to expectant mothers 
community education courses about prenatal care. Preschools should 
be distinctively Christian since children are the most impressionable 
and open to the truth of Jesus. K–12 schools continue that effort 
with rising rigor and preparation for postsecondary education. We 
should never stop learning! In fact, I have not yet realized another 
dream: providing Christian education at retirement and care centers or 
busing seniors to our schools as a means of realizing multigenerational 
learning, especially for students who are separated by great distances 
from their grandparents. 

I have just described Christian education “from the cradle to the 
grave.” Will you join me in a lifelong commitment to Christian 
education? I encourage you as a parent to press your Christian 
school’s administration and local church leaders to add these kinds 
of community education experiences. Think about how different 
the world would be if more people were operating from a biblical 
worldview developed over the course of decades of Christian 
education. We would recapture the culture for Jesus Christ! For me, 
Christian education is not an option; it’s the option for bringing up the 
“godly offspring” God calls parents to nurture in the faith.
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