
 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

Dear Parents, 

The week of November 2-6, 2015, all 3rd – 5th grade students at Christian Center 

Elementary will take the Terra Nova 3 Assessment. Terra Nova 3 is a respected and 

widely used achievement test, published by CTB McGraw Hill Education, that measures 

mastery in the core subject areas. Subtests in reading, language, mathematics, science, 

and social studies will be administered. This standardized test is used to evaluate the 

overall effectiveness of our program and individual student achievement, enabling the 

faculty and administration to determine areas of need. It is important that your child be 

here during these testing dates. Any subtests that are missed will be made up. 

While no one “passes” or “fails” these tests, the results of each subtest will determine if 

your child is proficient based on given norms. Combining the test results with how your 

child does with daily class work, tests, homework, and other related projects and 

activities will give you a more complete picture of your child’s progress. Last year was 

the first year that we used the Terra Nova 3 Assessment at Christian Center, so we 

could not compare the results to previous testing. This year we will be able to compare 

each 4th and 5th grade student’s results to theirs from the previous year to see their 

individual growth. Results will be shared with parents as soon as they are received. 

The Terra Nova 3 is a timed test, so students will have a set amount of time to complete 

each subtest. It is important that the boys and girls are prepared and work hard to do 

their best. We encourage parents and children to read and talk about the test taking 

suggestions listed below. 

Getting Ready… 

 Get plenty of sleep the night before the test.  

 Eat a healthy breakfast. This will give your brain the energy it needs to do 
your very best.  

 Come to school on time and with the tools that you need. Do you need your 
glasses? Don’t wear things that are going to be distracting to you. 

 Be prayerful. Remind yourself that you’ve worked hard and that you are 
ready to do your best with God’s help.  
 

 



Knowing What To Do… 

 Listen very carefully to the directions your teacher gives you and only do 
what you are told to do. 

 Read all of the directions thoroughly. If at first you don’t understand what 
you are supposed to do, reread them.  

 Read the questions carefully and all of the possible answer choices. 
Remember that you are looking for the best answer choice.  

 Try to eliminate some of the answer choices. Which are the ones that just 
do not make sense? Then choose your answer from the remaining choices.  

 Be sure that the answer "bubble" that you mark has the same number as 
the test question.  

 
The Test… 

 Use your scratch paper! You will be working on your own during the test and 
it helps to figure things out on paper.  

 The test questions are not in any order. Some will be hard and some will be 
easy. Even if they seem hard keep going.  

 The answers are not in a pattern. Do not try to mark a certain number of A’s, 
B’s, C’s, D’s, or E’s, or feel that one answer choice would not be correct if 
you used it on the question before.  

 Try to find the best answer for each question. Even if you’re not sure, mark 
the one that you think would be best.  

 
Thank you for helping your child be ready each morning by planning ahead, making 
sure that mornings are calm and free of conflict, and bathing them in prayer. 
We appreciate all you do to help your children experience success in their education. 

 
 “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to him.” 
James 1:5 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 
Ann Kuper 


